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St.  John Lutheran 
Church 

 
512  N. Wilhelm  
El l inwood,  KS 67526  
 

Phone:  620-564-2044 

Child   
Development   

Center  
 
Main  St reet  Campus  
Phone:  620-564-2885 
Wilhelm Campus 
Phone:  620-564-3024 

Church Council 
 

Pastors:  Reverend David Weaver & Reverend Kenton Abbott 

Elders:  Kurt Rugan (Head Elder), Marvin Sessler, Todd Heitschmidt, Shane 

Isern and Chad Ringwald 

President:  Christopher Ringwald 

Vice President:  Alan Brauer 

Secretary:  Erin Vaupel 

Treasurer:  Amanda Proffitt 

Financial Secretary:  Fawnia Miller 

Trustees:  Joe Rajewskey, Spencer Proffitt, Wayne Cook, Mark Knop, Dirk 

Ricker & Joe Brauer (Honorary)  (Christopher Ringwald—de facto) 

Stewardship:  Wayne Cook (Chair) 

Christian Service:  Brent & Amber Rugan (Chairs) 

Worship:  Jonell Niles (Chair) 

Education:  Chris Scheideman (Chair) 

Youth Steering:  Chad & Angie Ringwald (Chairs) 

Endowment:  Dirk Ricker (Chair) 

New Building:  Alan Brauer (Chair) 

CDC:  Jonell Niles (Board Rep) - Tricia Schlessiger (Chair) 

Landscape Committee:  Kerry Lampe (Chair) 

Other: 

Altar Guild:  Normalee Isern 

LWML:  Linda Ringwald & Diana Soeken (Co-Presidents) 

 

The Church Council does not meet in June & July.  Next Mtg.  8/12 at 8pm. 

 

St. John Lutheran Church 

5th and Wilhelm 

Ellinwood, Kansas  

 

Pastor David Weaver - Senior Pastor 

Cell 402-750-1629  revdavidweaver@gmail.com 

Pastor Kenton Abbott - Associate Pastor 

Cell 620-617-6833 kenton.abbott@outlook.com 

Jonell Niles - Church Secretary 

Cell 620-617-1008  secretary@stjohn-lutheran.org 

Tiffany Jenks CDC Director - Aislinn Sanchez, Asst. Director 

Bulletin Announcements: secretary@stjohn-lutheran.org  

 

Church office- 620-564-2044 CDC 620-564-2885 

Vacation Bible School 2026 

 

 

 

 

July 26th–30th   5:15-8:15pm 

“THE BEST WEEK OF THE YEAR!!!” 

Prayer Chain 
 

We have re-established an email prayer chain.  If you 

would like to be included in sharing and receiving prayer 

list updates, please send an email to:  

secretary@stjohn-lutheran.org  with “Prayer Chain” in the 

subject line. 

 

See Page 5 for 

more  

information! 
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A Message from Pastor Weaver: 

 

 

Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

 

 The month of July is always remembered by the fact that we celebrate the 

Fourth of July.  It is a day for our nation to celebrate and remember the freedom 

that we have.  It is often a day when we think about the struggle that took place 

back in the 1700s that now allows us to be our own country and have our freedom.  

July 4th is the one day every year when we remember and appreciate the freedom 

that we have. 

 However as Christians there is another freedom that we must remember, and 

not simply one day each year.  As Christians we have gained freedom from sin, 

death and the devil.  This freedom is not something that we had to earn ourselves 

or fight for.  Instead this freedom was given to us by God the Father through Jesus 

Christ His Son.  This freedom was won for us by Jesus Christ who suffered the pun-

ishment that we deserved because of our sins.  On the cross at Calvary, Jesus 

through His suffering and death won for all of us freedom from sin.  This freedom is 

given to us through the water of Holy Baptism, where our sins were washed away. 

 However, this freedom that we have through Jesus Christ is often taken for 

granted by many people.  Just like many people in our country today take their  

freedom for granted.  This is a tragedy because without this freedom won for us by 

Jesus Christ, we would all be doomed to eternal damnation. 

 On Saturday, July 4th, I hope that you take time to remember the freedom 

that you have been given in this country, by the men and women who were willing 

to die for your freedom.  But more importantly, I hope that every day, including July 

4th, you will remember, appreciate and give thanks for the freedom won for you by 

Jesus Christ your Lord. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Weaver 

 

1st Corinthians 16:13-14 
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Mission Statement 
 

The mission of the  Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League is to assist each 

woman of the Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod in affirming her rela-

tionship with the Triune God so that 

she is enabled to use her gifts in min-

istry to the people of the world. 

 

A Message from Pastor Kenton: 

 

“Let the little children come to Me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the Kingdom 

of God.” Mark 10:14 
 

 It is hard to believe that July is already here, which means VBS is just around the cor-

ner. This summer, we will take the children on a Tropical Trek VBS, where they will learn, and 

we will be reminded, that Jesus came to seek and save all people. This is a wonderful oppor-

tunity to share the saving love of Jesus Christ with the children of our church and commu-

nity. 

 What do you remember about VBS from when you were a child? Or perhaps from 

when you served as a leader as an adult? Many times, what comes to mind is the crafts, 

games, snacks, or simply the joy of gathering with friends during the summer. While those 

things are certainly part of VBS, it is also about proclaiming the mighty works of God and in-

troducing children to the Savior, Jesus, who came to seek and save the lost. 

 Throughout Scripture, we see God’s love, grace, and concern for the lost. Jesus Him-

self proclaimed, “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”(Luke 19:10)  Our 

Lord did not wait for sinners to find their way to Him; He came searching for them. He en-

tered our broken, sin-filled world, took our sins upon Himself, and carried them to the cross. 

There, He redeemed us through His death, the death we deserve, and rose again so that all 

who believe in Him by faith have forgiveness, life, and salvation. 

 This is the same Savior who continues to seek the lost today through His Word, the 

same Word the children will hear during Tropical Trek VBS. They will hear how Jesus loves 

them, forgives them, and calls them to be His own. And so, we remember that every child 

who walks through the doors is someone for whom Christ died and redeemed by His blood. 

What a blessing it is that God allows us to be His instruments in sharing the message of Je-

sus. I invite you to be part of this blessing to our church and community. Thank you to those 

who have volunteered to serve on the leadership team and thank you also to those who will 

pray, not only for the volunteers who serve, but also for the children and families who will 

hear the Gospel of Jesus through this ministry. 

 May God use this Tropical Trek VBS to lead many children to know Jesus, the Good 

Shepherd, who seeks the lost and rejoices when they are found. 

 

God’s blessings to you and may the peace of  

Christ be with you. 

 

Pastor Kenton Abbott 

 

The Ellinwood Food Bank 

needs are:  

 

Cash Donations!! 

Plus:  Chunky soup, Pears, 

Peaches, Fruit Cocktail,      

Pinepapple, Tomato Sauce, 

Dice tomatoes, Chili, Chili 

Beans and Spinach 

LWML Officers 2025-2026 

Co-Presidents: Diana Soeken & 

Linda Ringwald 

Vice-President:  Signe Cook 

Secretary:  Marla Isern 

Treasurer: Annette Troyer 

 

Funeral Dinner Coordinator:  

Karen Sessler 

Asst. Coordinator:  Diana Soeken 

Christian Life - Courtney Cook 

Caring Services - Vacant 

Gospel Outreach - Karen Sessler 

Special Focus Ministries:  Darla 

Abbott 

A-L Co-Chairs: Beverly Bownes & 

Normalee Isern 

M-Z Co-Chairs:  Joan Panning & 

Diana Soeken 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all that helped clean up the storm 

damage around the church properties last Sunday.  

Your help is very much appreciated! 

          Great Summer Activities 

 

 Start a new Bible study 

 Go for a Devotional walk (take 

time to enjoy God’s creation and the 

peace and quiet it can provide) 

 Visit shut-ins (read to them, play 

music for them, or just talk with them) 

 Do a “Mite Box” Gratitude Reset 

(take time to go through your home, 

car, or workspace looking for extra 

change to add to your mite box) 

 Do a “Mustard Seed” Backyard 

Retreat.  You don’t have to travel to a 

retreat, grab a beverage and a devo-

tional and enjoy time with God in your 

own yard. 

 Start a “Golden Hour” Prayer   

Journal—Go outside during sunrise or 

sunset and write about what specific 

things you notice in God’s creation. 
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 - Early Captain - Chad Ringwald 

 - Late Captain -  Stacy Pike 

Keith Miller 

Bill Cook 

Joe Schlessiger 

James Schlessiger 

Chris Scheideman 

Christopher Ringwald 

Cole Ringwald 

Grey Ringwald 

Evan Ringwald 

Jeff Mason 

July Ushers 

July 5th - Sixth S. after Pentecost 

Organist:………………………………...………………………………………....Jonell Niles 

Lector(s):    8:00: Isaac Panzer 10:45 The Brauers 

Acolyte: 8:00 ________________    10:45 _________________________ 

Counters………...…..…..……..…..…. Luke Abbott, Donna Long, Karen Sessler 

July 12th - Seventh S. after Pentecost 

Organist……..……………………………………………………………………….Jonell Niles  

Lector(s):    8:00: Marvin & Karen Sessler 10:45 Stacy & Tonya Pike 

Acolyte: 8:00 ___________________ 10:45 ________________________ 

Counters………………………….………………..Bill & Jackie Cook, Amanda Proffitt 

July 19th — Eighth S. after Pentecost 

Organist……..……………………………………………………………………….Darla Abbott  

Lector(s):    8:00: Shawn Panzer 10:45 The Schlessigers 

Acolyte: 8:00 ___________________ 10:45 _________________________ 

Counters………...……................…. Marla Isern, Teresa Sieker, Fawnia Miller  

July 26th — Ninth S. after Pentecost 

Organist……..………………………………………………………………..…….Darla Abbott  

Lector(s):    8:00: Carl Gray 10:45   John & Linda Ricker 

Acolyte: 8:00 ___________________ 10:45 _________________________ 

Counters………...…………………..…............…. Troy & Elissa Moore, Jonell Niles  

Altar Guild for July 

Rose Knop, Stephanie Moos, Lorene Rajewsky, Carol Lebbin 

 

 

SERVING US THE MONTH OF JULY 

Cole & Jessica Mulch Jul 02 

Pastor David & Kassie Weaver  Jul 11 

Avery & Brittney Pike Jul 12 

Dan & Diana Soeken Jul 15 

Pastor Kenton & Darla Abbott Jul 20 

Alan & Kara Brauer  Jul 22 

Wayne & Brooke Cooke Jul 26 

Jason & Sarah Eades  Jul 28 

Chad & Angie Ringwald Jul 28 

Nathan & Josie James Jul 29 

  

JULY Anniversaries 
 

Jul  1 Isaac Panzer 

  Patty Kirkpatrick 

July 2 Elissa Moore 

  Bristol Mason 

July 3 Vanessa Feldman 

July 4 Josie James 

  Joanna Lockwood 

July 6 Jeff Mason 

July 8 Connie Sudbeck 

July 9  Sandy Eggers 

  Samantha Lovett 

Jul 10  Ashley Hardcastle 

Jul 11 Warren James 

Jul 12 Gayle Christie 

  Taff Hughes 

  Joan Panning 

Jul 15 Michael Abbott 

Jul 17 Darla Abbott 

Jul 20 Ron Ricker 

  Anna Prescott 

Jul 22 Ryan Witt 

Jul 24 Erin Vaupel 

  Travis Trarbach 

Jul 25 Spencer Proffitt 

Jul 27 Todd Heitschmidt 

Jul 29 Sharon Hiss 

Jul 30 Signe Cook 

  Mette Maxwell 

Jul 31 Caden Goodenough 

   

    

  

July Birthdays 

Acolytes Needed 

 

Please remember (5th-8th 

graders) to sign up to acolyte 

You are required to serve a 

minimum of 6 times/year. 

Interested in Serving??? 
 

If you’re interested in serving our 

church in some way, here are 

the contact people: 

   Acolyte:  Pastor Kenton 

Lector:  Jonell Niles 

Counter:  Fawnia Miller 

Altar Guild:  Normalee Isern 

Usher:  Alan Brauer 

Acolyte 

Sign Up  

QR Link 

So they are no longer two but one 
flesh.  What therefore God has 

joined together let not man separate. 

Altar Flowers 
Jul 5 - Alan & Kara Brauer 
Jul 12 - 
Jul 19 - Pastor Kenton & Darla Abbott 
Jul 26 - 
 

Please consider helping adorn our  

altar with flowers.  Sign up is on 

the wall by the mailboxes. 

Giving: Received        $109,997.19 (4/30/2026) 

Needed per week:  $7,422.33 

Over-Under             ($16,182.37) 

These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and 

that your joy may be full. — John 15:11 

          Great is          Thy Faithfulness 
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Messages from the Church’s Boards 
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Upcoming Youth Activities 

 

 

 

If you haven't already joined our FACEBOOK group,  

“St. John Lutheran Youth Group” 

contact Pastor Kenton to be added.  This is a great place to get 

information about upcoming events and to stay in the loop.   

                 

 

 
 

 

Pastor Weaver would like to 

visit with you!! 

 
This will be an opportunity for him to 

learn a little about you and your fam-

ily.  This visit can take place at his 

office or over a cup of coffee, over 

lunch or at your home.   

Please reach out to schedule a time.   

His cell number is (402) 750-1629 

 

The Landscape Committee has done a great job 

sprucing up the areas between the building! 

 
 
 
 

VBS will be 
 July 26th—July 30th!  

5:15pm—8:15pm 
Join us on a Tropical Trek where kids explore God’s Word (the Bible) and discover how God finds and 

helps us in every situation we encounter in life.  Our loving and powerful God desires to help us. 

He seeks us out and leads us to faith.  We can trust in Him! 

At Tropical Trek, kids will learn hot Jesus seeks them and all people.  He is the Son of God, who came to 

seek and to save the lost! 

REGISTER 

TODAY! 

Hand Bells 
 

Hand Bells will practice on Sundays 

at 4pm through 7/21 (we will break 

for VBS Week on July 28th).  Feel free 

to come join us!! 

Board of Education Survey 

 

On June 4th, the Board of Education emailed a 
digital survey to parents of all 
children (ages 3yo—High 
School).  The survey has ques-
tions regarding the Christmas 
Program, Sunday School and 
LIGHT.  If you haven’t com-
pleted it already, please check your emails on 6/4 
(you might need to look in spam/junk) and take a 
moment to complete this online survey.  The Board 
will utilize the information gathered to make plans 

for the upcoming year.  
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St. John’s Child Development Center News 

 

 

 
 

 
For Healing:  
Karen Proffitt (Spencer’s mother), Joe Rajewsky, Carol Lebbin, Alan Halter (Phyllis Schlaht’s brother), Iris Hal-
ter (Phyllis Schlaht’s great niece), Luke Knop (Paula’s grandson) Rae Heitschmidt, Susan Dannebohm, Lylas 
Schultz, Carol Frees, Janet Bowman, Kary Miller, Nancy Kizzar, Eddie Divine, Bob Long, Christine Nemnich 

(Nickie Isern’s mom), Beth Ringwald, Leon Sobba 

 

For Praise & Thanksgiving: 
That Nathan James has returned home from his deployment to the Middle East. 

 
For Shut-Ins:   
Milton & Delores Schwertfeger, Normalee Isern, Lylas Schultz 

Adult and Teen Fiction: 

 

Prowl by Coble 

Lowcountry Lost by Lowe 

A Sea View Christmas by Klassen 

The Fault Between Us by Landsem 

Dawn’s Untrodden Green by Miller 

 

Non-Fiction: 

Shattered: Surviving the Loss of a Child by Roe 

 

DVD’s: 

No new selections 

 

Juvenile Fiction: 

Green Ember. Ember’s End 

 

Juvenile Non-Fiction: 

Not available this month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Fiction: 

Freedom Island. Son of Truth 

 

Children’s Non-Fiction: 

Jotham’s Journey: A Family Story for Advent 

Power Bible. Moses, Leader of the Israelites (comic strip format) 

Power Bible. The Promised Land (comic strip format) 

Power Bible. David, Israel’s Great King (comic strip format) 

Jesus Moments. Esther: Finding Jesus in the Story of Esther 

The Picture Bible New Testament (comic strip format) 

Power Bible. The Kingdom Becomes Divided (comic strip format) 

 

Children’s DVDs: 

No new selections 

 

 

A library worker will be available the 

last Sunday of the month in the adult 

library for anyone needing assistance. 

A computerized card catalog is avail-

able upstairs in the children’s library at 

all times. If you need help in locating 

items, please ask Paula or a member 

of the library staff for assistance. 

Upcoming CDC Events  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CDC Summer Chapels: 

 

Pastor Kenton and Pastor Weaver will lead 

Summer Chapels on Tuesdays at 10am from 

June 2nd thru August 18th in the sanctuary.  

This is open to not only our CDC children but 

any Pre-K through school age children in the 

Congregation.  (Non-CDC children would need to 

have their own supervision.) 

Go...Sell All You Have? (Originally published in July 2023) 

 “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” asked the rich young ruler. Jesus said, “You know the commandments.” And he 
replied, “All these I have kept from my youth.” And Jesus said to him, “One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute 
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me” (Luke 18:18–22). 

When we hear this story, this question comes to mind: is Jesus speaking to us also, or only to the rich young ruler? In other words, 
is Jesus telling us to sell all that we have and give it to the poor? 

 As good Lutherans, we answer, “No!” But why? Why should we not sell all that we have and distribute it to the poor? 
The simplest explanation is this: if we sold everything we have, our wife and our children would be neglected. In other words, to 
sell everything we have and give it to the poor would ignore, even abandon, those whom God has placed in our care. Our money, 
everything we have, is not to be used solely for the church. But that doesn’t excuse us from using our money for the purpose God 
intends.  

 Everyone has three stations in life, three spheres in which we live and are to be of service to our neighbors. These sta-
tions are the church, the family and society. We are members of all three of these by birth. We are born into the church by water 
and the Word of God, and our duties to others in the church arise from our Baptism into the church. We are born into a family, and 
our duties to others stem from our birth into that family. Finally, we are born into society, which is simply a further extension of our 
birth into our family. The duties we have toward other members of society come from either our own birth or the birth of others into 
the same society.  

 All that we have and all that we are ought to be pressed into service for the church, the family and society. If we were to 
sell all we have and give only to one, the other two would be neglected, and we would falter in fulfilling our duties.  

 So, consider your life and all that you have in light of these three stations. You pay taxes to support and help those in 
society. You save for college for your children, and provide food, clothing and shelter for the members of your family.  

 But the station that is usually thought of last is the church. Since the needs of the family and society are more immedi-
ate, the church is often given what is left over. This is not how it should be. Rather, we are to give of our first fruits, from off the top, 
the best, even as Abel gave the best of his flock.  

 This requires forethought. It means that you sit down and make a plan of what you will give from the beginning. It means 
sticking to it even when it seems that there are other more immediate and pressing things.  

 And this is all the more necessary now as we enter into periods of time where giving is low due to high unemployment or 
where restrictions on meeting in church limit opportunities to give. If we love God and His gifts of forgiveness given through the 
Means of Grace, which we receive at church and only at church, then we will support it, just as we love our country and our family. 
For all that we have and all that we are is given to us by our gracious God. He spared no expense for us and our salvation. He 
gave up His Son to death so that our sins are forgiven, and we will live. What’s more, He provides for all that we need for this body 
and life. And our lives in this world, among these three spheres of church, family and society are to mirror the generosity of the one 
who gave us life in all three at birth. 

 Don’t let the church, your divine family, be an afterthought or even ignored. It is nurturing you, bringing you up in salva-
tion through Word and Sacrament.  


