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Pastor Weaver’s 2
Message
& SUNDAY SEPT.27TH - 5-TPM
4
Pastor Kenton’s 3 =7 '
Message
Serving this month 4
Youth News 5 . .
Menu: Fried Catfish, Hamburgers, Creamed Cheese Potatoes,

Prayers 6 .
Library News Relishes, Watermelon
CDC News 7 August Church Council Report
yfjiiggz;zr; the | 8 Pastor W.: Handed out his summer report. Will be gone 8-14-8/17

Pastor K.: - Finished continuing Ed in Hays, Sterling College Community Fair
Birthdays/ Anniv. 9| Jcoming up, will be here on 9/6

Elders: May do a workshop on Church security soon,
LWML, Food Bank | 10| | Trustees: Will have a workday this fall. Thanks to Joe B. & Grey R. for trim-
& 150th Anniv. ming trees, upstairs camera has been ordered

Stewardship: - New giving option on Vanco. Will need budgets in September.
Calendar 11 | | Christian Service: No Report

Prayer Chain

We have re-established an email prayer chain. If you
would like to be included in sharing and receiving prayer
list updates, please send an email to:
secretary@stjohnellinwood.org with “Prayer Chain” in the
subject line.

Church

512 N. Wilhelm

Phone: 620-564-2044

St. John Lutheran

Ellinwood, KS 67526

Child
Development
Center

615 N. Main

620-564-2885

Ellinwood, KS 67526

Worship: Bells performing in August, Choir TBD

Education:Meeting on 8/17 to go over survey results, VBS (63 kids, 50 volun-
teers) Raised $224 (approx.). LIGHT starts 9/9. Sunday School Rally Day on
9/13.

Youth Steering: Had an event on 7/12—Youth BBQ and game night
Endowment: Met 8/2. Matched $21,000+ for Tuck Point. Project still needs
funding and Endowment will match up to $45,000 total.

Evangelism: Fish Fry 9/27—Proceeds to LLL, St. John’s Library and Ellinwood
Area Churches, no Friendship Sundays this summer

CDC: Still waiting on Fire Marshall & KDHE (see update on Page 7!)

New Building: Small sub-committee met to update plans/ideas in anticipation
of the CDC vacating the YC soon.

Landscape: Had leaks in irrigation, planning Bazarr on 11/7 (see Page 8)
150th: John & Linda Ricker chairing, set theme & date (See Page 10)

Old Business: Not a Dual Parish with Lyons, just a partnership

New Business: Pastor Weaver presented a plan to bring the church back as a
focus in congregant’s lives as well as a change in Youth trips/gatherings.
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A Message from Pastor Weaver:
Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,

........................

It seems like the month of September is known primarily for

Labor Day. This is a National holiday when we are to take a break from
our labor and enjoy some rest. Most of us only notice Labor Day
because the banks are closed on that day and we do not receive any
mail. For most of us Labor Day is simply another Monday. We are still
doing the same things that we always do, or maybe we use Labor Day to
do some of the chores that we have been putting off for a while.
However, for some families Labor Day really is a day of rest as they
enjoy a picnic to celebrate and for other families it’'s one last chance for
a weekend getaway.
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620-564-2044
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25

St. John Lutheran Church
512 N. Wilhem, Ellinwood, KS
secretary@stjohnellinwood.org

But no matter what you might do on Labor Day, the next day

will be a normal Tuesday. The same work will be there waiting to be
done. The same pressure and stress will be waiting when you go back
from your day of rest. The break from the hard work is only a
temporary one day break.

9:30am Ladies Bible Study
9:30am Ladies Bible Study
9:30am Ladies Bible Study
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As Christians we can look forward to a time when we will have

rest that will never end. We can look forward to having a boss who is
kind and compassionate. We can hear our boss say, “Come to me, all
you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest.” Our Lord
Jesus Christ promises us that He will give us rest.

7:00pm Altar Guild
LIGHT Begins 6:30pm
Church Council 8:15pm

Mtg.
9
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Meeting

7:00pm Elder’s Meeting

This rest is something that we look forward to. It is something
that we strive and reach for, and in due time it is something that Jesus
will give to all of us. It is something that we will enjoy for all of eternity.

6:30am Men’s Bible Study | LIGHT 6:30pm
6:30am Men’s Bible Study | LIGHT 6:30pm
6:30am Men’s Bible Study | LIGHT 6:30pm

6:30am Men’s Bible Study

6:30pm Evangelism Board

6:30am Men’s Bible Study
6pm CDC Board Mtg.
15
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So this coming Labor Day, no matter what you are doing
remember that through Jesus Christ you can look forward
to the day when you will truly enjoy eternal rest.

7 Labor Day
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FISH FRY Spm-7pm
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1st Corinthians 16:13-14 Masthow it °

8:00am Worship w/C
9:15am Sunday School
9:30am Adult Bible Class
10:45am Worship w/C
9:15am Sunday School
9:30am Adult Bible Class
10:45am Worship
Sunday School Rally Day
8:00am Worship w/C
9:15am Sunday School
9:30am Adult Bible Class
10:45am Worship w/C
9:15am Sunday School
9:30am Adult Bible Class
10:45am Worship

8:00am Worship
8:00am Worship

13
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27
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LWML Officers 2025-2026
Co-Presidents: Diana Soeken &
Linda Ringwald

; Lutheram Wormen in AMissiorn

Vice-President: Signe Cook
Secretary: Marlalsern
Treasurer: Annette Troyer

Funeral Dinner Coordinator:
Karen Sessler

Asst. Coordinator: Diana Soeken
Christian Life - Courtney Cook
Caring Services - Vacant

Gospel Outreach - Karen Sessler
Special Focus Ministries: Darla
Abbott

A-L Co-Chairs: Beverly Bownes &
Normalee Isern

M-Z Co-Chairs: Joan Panning &
Diana Soeken

Mission Statement

The mission of the Lutheran Women'’s
Missionary League is to assist each
woman of the Lutheran Church—

Stay Tuned for more
LWML info soon!

_|_
O LWML

Kansas District
Kansas District Mission Statement

Led by the Holy Spirit, the LWML
Kansas
District will equip women to proclaim
Christ, support missions, and serve the
Lord with gladness.

Missouri Synod in affirming her rela-
tionship with the Triune God so that
she is enabled to use her gifts in min-
istry to the people of the world.

3

save
the 3
pate’

St. John Lutheran Church will be celebrating it's

The Ellinwood Food Bank
needs are:

Cash Donations!!
Plus: Chunky soup, Pears,
Peaches, Fruit Cocktail,
Pineapple, Tomato Sauce,
Dice tomatoes, Chili, Chili
Beans and Spinach

150th Anniversary in 20271 A special
committee has been formed to plan for this
momentous occasion and John and Linda Ricker
have agreed to be co-chairs. They have chosen a
theme of “Celebrating 150 years of God’s Faithful-
ness at St. John Lutheran Church”. This theme
was based on Psalm 100:5... “For the Lord is
good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His
faithfulness to all generations.” Planning has
already begun and will be further fleshed out over
the next year, so please make sure to mark down
Saturday, October 30, 2027
in your calendar so you can help our congregation
celebrate this milestone!!!
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A Message from Pastor Kenton:

Where is Jesus on Monday Morning?

“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We
were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.” —Romans 6:3-4

Years ago, a Lutheran Bible study asked a wonderfully Lutheran question: “I am saved by grace—so now
what?” It reaches the heart of the Christian life. We are not saved by our works, by trying harder, attending
church more often, or accumulating good deeds. Scripture is clear: we are saved by grace through faith in
Jesus Christ. But then comes the question: What does Paul mean when he says that we might “walk in new-
ness of life”? We might ask it another way: “You are baptized—now what?” Baptism can become an event
we remember only from the past—perhaps marked by a certificate, photographs, or a candle. Yet Baptism is
more than something that happened years ago. It is God’s continuing promise that you are His child, joined
to Christ Jesus. St. Paul writes that in Baptism we were joined to Christ’s death and resurrection. His death
became our death, and His resurrection gives us new life. The Christian life is a daily return to Baptism.
Each morning, we wake as baptized children of God. We confess our sins, trusting that Christ carried them
to His cross. We remember that we have been buried and raised with Him, and then we enter the world to

live the new life He has given us.

This brings us to another question: Where is Jesus on Monday morning? His presence is easy to recognize
on Sunday. We gather around His Word, hear absolution, remember our Baptism, receive His true body and
blood in the Lord’s Supper, sing His praises, and receive His blessing. But where is Jesus when the alarm
sounds, lunches need packing, children need to reach school, cattle need feeding, crops need attention,

customers need help, employees need direction, homework waits, or another long workday begins?

The answer is that the Jesus who meets you on Sunday is the Jesus who sends you into Monday. Your voca-
tion, your place in life is more than your occupation. It includes every relationship into which God has placed
you: husband or wife, father or mother, son or daughter, employer or employee, student or teacher, farmer
or business owner, neighbor or friend. These ordinary places become opportunities to love and serve your

neighbor while walking in the newness of life Christ has given you.

The Christian life does not end when we leave church. In many ways, another week of Christian vocation
begins as we pass from the church doors into homes, workplaces, classrooms, farms, businesses, and com-
munities. After a week of successes and failures, joys and sorrows, service and sin, Christ calls us back to

receive His gifts again. Sunday’s grace carries us into Monday, and Monday’s need leads us back to Christ.

You are baptized into Christ. You belong to Him.

Now go in peace, living each day in the grace you have
already received.
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In the name of Christ Jesus our LORD, Amen
Pastor Kenton Abbott
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SERVING US THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER

September Ushers

Sept. 6th - Fifteenth S. after Pentecost

- Early Captain - Joe Rajewsky

- Late Captain - Alan Brauer

0= =] =3 R Jonell Niles
Lector(s): 8:00: Shawn Panzer 10:45 The Schlessigers Matthew Vaupel
Acolyte: 8:00 Aliyah Proffitt 10:45 Ensley Vaupel Kenny Sieker
COUNEEIS..uvieeceereceeseeesee e ssee s Troy & Elissa Moore, Jonell Nlles Wayne Cook
Sept. 13th - Sixteenth S. after Pentecost Shane Isern
@ == =3 SRR Darla Abbott Rick Hiss
Lector(s): 8:00: Carl Gray 10:45 John & Linda Ricker Greg Baker
Acolyte: 8:00 Kaylee Scheideman 10:45 Aubree Kirkpatrick P
(07010 0] (=T T Dirk & Terra Ricker, Cindie Streck

Zeb Hughes
Sept. 20th — Seventeenth S. after Pentecost Carl Gray

Acolyte

O == =3 R Jonell Niles
Lector(s): 8:00: Dirk Ricker 10:45 Pastor Weaver

Acolyte: 8:00 Allison Cook 10:45 Beau Mason

07010 0] (=T T Alan & Kara Brauer, Heather Rugan
Sept. 27th — Eighteenth S. after Pentecost

OFBaANIST.ci it Darla Abbott

Lector(s): 8:00: Chris & Kendra Scheideman 10:45 Pastor Weaver

07010 0} (=T £ T Luke Abbott, Donna Long, Karen Sessler

: 8:00 Henry Moore  10:45 Eli Rugan

Altar Guild for September:
Diana Soeken, Joan Panning, Teresa Sieker, Karen Sessler

Marvin Pipes

Interested in Serving???

If you're interested in serving our

church in some way, here are
the contact people:

Acolyte: Pastor Kenton
Lector: Jonell Niles
Counter: Fawnia Miller
Altar Guild: Normalee Isern
Usher: Alan Brauer

7oy RALLY SUNDAY

Fall Sunday School kicks off

on Sunday Sept. 13th. Children 3 years old, 3rd Grade & 7th

Grade will receive Bibles that day.

Carol Sieker
Sep 20 Tyler Knop
Sep 21 Jonell Niles

Ashley Lockwood
Sep 22 Courtney Case

Emery Ullerick
Sep 24 David Weaver
Sep 25 Eileene Duryee
Sep 26 John Ricker
Sep 27 Paula Knop
Sep 28 Glenn Heine

CHoy @
Cﬁ..’/
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September Birthdays SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Sep 01 Lane Waite B.I|| & Renee Elke Sep 03
Sep 02 Kaylee Scheideman Jim & Kary Miller Sep 04
gep 88 ;ﬁbilsaFWeaver Ross & Barbara Fulton Sep 05
ep ool rees Keith & Connie Miller Sep 09
Chris Scheideman _ _
Sep 10 Jodi Fullbright Ty & Aprille Ullerick Sep 20
Sheila Witt Cody & Jordan Waite Sep 23
Sep 12 Wendy Hughes Galen & Stacey Deutsch Sep 24
Mark Newton
Sep 14 Oakley Dillon
P KoltonyFuIIbright SQ% % %fy are ne /(i/g/(/mﬂ lwwe but one
Kenzie Hardcastle . Wt theretire Coond fen
Jordan Waite 4 % /(u/z }/m//ze/’/we Yod fas
Sep 17 Chad Ringwald \ @ /’0&/1«/ /0;/(3//1/6/4 el not man 47)(14((1/&
Sep 19 Beverly Bownes ?
Connie Hughes

$222,644,55 (7/31/2026)
$7,422.33
(-$25.26)

Giving: Received
Needed per week:
Over-Under

Aliar flowers
Sep 6 - Reith & Connig Miller
Sep 13 -
Sgp 20 - Paula Knop
Sep 27 - Paula Knop

Special Birthdays:
Beverly Bownes 9/19
Paula Knop 9/27

Please consider helping adorn our
tar with flowers. Sign up is on the wall by the mail-
boxes.

And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will regp, if we do

not give up. - Galatians 6:9
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Messages from the Ghurch’s Boards

Board of Endowment

St. John’s Endowment Board met Sunday, August 2. The
Tuck Point Project was a main focus of discussion. Since
the church has currently received $21,517.52 in donations,
the Endowment issued a “matching” check to the church
doubling the total to $43,035.04. The $92,000.00 project
has been completed, and the Endowment will match contri-
butions up to $45,000.00. Gifts to defray this expense
would be greatly appreciated. Offerings can be made out to
the church, with “Tuck Point” in the memao.

New VANCO Online Giving Option

Our online giving platform provider Vanco has introduced a
new donation method to their online platform recently. This new
method allows donors to give stock or crypto from their current bro-
kerage/crypto accounts directly to the church. This option will allow
donors to avoid capital gains taxes, and in many cases still allow a
charitable tax deduction.

The Vanco Online platform has partnered with The Giving
Block, providing a secure and seamless crypto and stock transaction
portal. Tax receipts, transaction processing, and confirmation details
will be received directly from The Giving Block for these types of
transactions.

The crypto option is done by selecting the type of cryptocur-
rency (around 70 currently available) and amount and then a QR
code is generated to provide crypto wallet information to complete
the transaction.

The stock option is done by selecting the stock, amount of
shares (whole shares only), and providing your brokerage informa-
tion. A stock donation form is generated and electronically sent di-
rectly to your broker to process the request.

Crypto and stock transactions are subject to a 4.5% trans-
action fee, no additional setup or processing fees.

There will be a separate “Donate with Stock & Crypto” but-
ton on our online giving page. This will take you to the stock/crypto
option page to provide the necessary information. At this time there
is not a way to designate which fund or project to apply stock/crypto
funds to, so if you have a specific desire for
these funds please reach out to me so we
can apply those correctly.

Wayne Cook, Stewardship Chairman

Church Bazaar

Calling all Butchers, Bakers & Candlestick
Makers!

The first St. John’s Lutheran Church
Bazaar is scheduled for November 7th,
2026. The Landscape Committee extends
an invitation to all Church family members

to join in the fun.

Whether you are a hobbist, crafter, quilter,
brownie baker or soup maker, now is the
time to dust off your skills and talents!

Prepare for a wonderful experience and op-
portunity to glorify God and testify to the joy

of our Lutheran faith and family.
Join in the fun one and all!

For Questions contact:
Kerry Lampe—620-793-8844
Donna Long—620-617-5807

Project days in September & October will be
announced in the bulletins.

Upcoming Youth Activities

LIGHT begins on Wed. Sep. 9th at
6:30pm in the Youth Center for

n f Bod’s ngol,T wih | Students ages 1st—12th grade!

&aming ‘
1

2026 Fall Confirmation Retreat
October 2-3, 2026
Rock Springs 4-H Ranch
Junction City, KS

— For 7th & 8th Graders —

The 2026 Fall Confirmation
Retreat will be held
Oct. 2-3, 2026

at Rock Springs Ranch
located south of Junction

City (1168 Highway K157).

The theme is “Confession,
Absolution, and the Office of the

Keys.”

More information will be Coming soon!!!
For High Schoolers for the Summer of 2027

ola

Higher Things Conference 2027

What is Higher Things
In 1998, several LCMS pastors began planning a smaller, more regionally
minded, cost-effective conference for youth, designed to be uniquely
Lutheran. A year later, those plans were unveiled for the Dying to Live
National Lutheran youth conference, held in the summer of 2000. Over 700
youth and adults from 25 states attended what was, for all intents and
purposes, the first Higher Things conference. Based on the success of that
first conference, more plans developed for what would become Higher
Things.
Higher Things is many things, all of which seek to keep young people
focused on Christ and His gifts as they grow and mature in their faith. It is
parents teaching their children the catechism. It is youth workers and
volunteers reinforcing what is preached from their congregations’ pulpits
and confessed in their pews. And it is pastors keeping their young sheep
Lutheran as they grow up.

Fear

Joshua 1:9

SAVE THE DATE!
November 20-22, 2026
Wichita, KS
Mark your calendars for the 2026 Kansas
District Youth Gathering (KDYG) which will be
held November 20-22, 2026, at the Drury Inn
in Wichita!
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PRAY, PRAISE
AND THANKSGIVING

Our prayer life is a very important part of our Christian walk. The Lord seeks and hears our prayers.

Please remember the following persons and petitions in your daily prayer life:

For Healing:
Don Schlaht, Alan Halter (Phyllis Schlaht’s brother), Iris Halter (Phyllis Schlaht’s great niece), Carol Frees,

Janet Bowman, Nancy Kizzar, Eddie Divine, Bob Long, Christine Nemnich (Nickie Isern’s mom), Beth Ringwald

For Shut-Ins:
Milton & Delores Schwertfeger, Don Schlaht, Normalee Isern, Lylas Schultz

New
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St. John’s Child Development Center News ¥

Adult and Teen Fiction: Children’s Fiction:

Ponies (Easy Reader)

Because You're My Family (Brave Books)
The Three Wise Guys

Fiona’s Fantastical Fort (Brave Books)
Young David Warrior (Early Chapter Book)
Children’s Non-Fiction:

The Hands of the Lord Jesus (Arch Book)

The Christmas Ring by Kingsbury
Nearly Beloved by Broekhuis

The Bird of Bedford Manor by Griep
The Watchmaker’s Daughter by Loftis
The Lumber Baron’s Wife by Austin

Non-Fiction: Power Bible. The Birth of Jesus. (graphic style)
They Had Names: Tracing the History of the North American Power Bible. The Light of Salvation (graphic style)
Indigenous People by Jeanson Children’s DVDs:

No new selections
DVD’s:
West by Orphan Train: A Documentary

A library worker will be available the last Sunday of the month in
Juvenile Fiction: the adult library for anyone needing assistance. A computerized
The Shadow and the Promise card catalog is available upstairs in the children’s library at all
Juvenile Non-Fiction: t|mest.) If y?cli:eﬁg help Lnfl:;:atlng }tfms, please ask Paula or a
. . member of the library staff for assistance.
The Hiding Place (graphic style) v

Upcoming CDC Events

CPC UNDER ONEROOF!!

YA The CDC finally got the approvals veeded from
the Fire Marshall & the KDHE and has officially
moved ALL students to the Main St. Campuslll The
Board and Staff are SOOOO grateful for everyone
that came out and helped with the move and
appreciate all the many years +he church let us use
the Youth Center as a secondary campus.

THANK YOl

Stewardship in the First Commandment
Originally Published in September 2023

The greatest gift that Martin Luther gave to us was his Small Catechism. The word “enchiridion” is part of the original title
of this work. This is the Greek word for “handbook.” The Small Catechism is a handbook of the Bible. All the basic knowl-
edge that a Christian needs to understand the faith and live a godly life has been taken from the Bible and distilled into
this beautiful little book of Christian piety.

Luther starts with the Ten Commandments.

The First Commandment: You shall have no other gods.
What does this mean? We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things. (SC I)

We have a God above us. He is the Lord God and we are not. He is Aimighty and in control. He is righteous and good. And
therefore, we should fear Him.

This God is also our heavenly Father. He wants us to be saved. He does not want us to suffer His just wrath. He has pro-
vided salvation for us in His Son, Jesus Christ. And therefore, we should love Him.

Our heavenly Father will never leave us nor forsake us. He has promised as much — and the Bible shows us that He al-
ways keeps His promises. So, we should trust Him.

In the Large Catechism, Luther explains how money and possessions form one of the greatest temptations against the
First Commandment:

This | must unfold somewhat more plainly, that it may be understood and perceived by ordinary examples of the contrary.
Many a one thinks that he has God and everything in abundance when he has money and possessions; he trusts in them
and boasts of them with such firmness and assurance as to care for no one. Lo, such a man also has a god, Mammon by
name, i.e., money and possessions, on which he sets all his heart, and which is also the most common idol on earth. He
who has money and possessions feels secure, and is joyful and undismayed as though he were sitting in the midst of
Paradise. On the other hand, he who has none doubts and is despondent, as though he knew of no God. For very few are
to be found who are of good cheer, and who neither mourn nor complain if they have not Mammon. This [care and desire
for money] sticks and clings to our nature, even to the grave. (LC | 5-9)

These words of Dr. Luther should call us to repentance; sometimes, we live and act like we don’t have a Father in heaven.
We seek our comfort and peace outside of His gracious promises. But we do have a Father in heaven. He does love us. All
His promises are true. And the Lord will surely provide. If that is our belief, then our outward lives will reflect this belief in
our acts of generosity and mercy. We will see money and possessions not as gods but rather as tools for doing God’s
work.




